THE PACIFIC ENVIRONMENT
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Frc 3   V lean c Zone   of the Pacific
The Pacific Basin has been in the past an area of great
disturbance of the earth s crust    That it is still a region of
unrest is indicated by the rising and sinking of certain coasts
and by the frequency of earthquakes    The reasons for $&&&
actmtf are still a matter of dispute among geologists   fe^
however tiie folding   subsidence   and elevation are cau ed
it is certain that tees of weakness are developed in the rocks
of Hie earth s crust    These toes of weakness act as safety
va&Fes for subterranean energy and volcanoes are the result
Of tiie 415 active and extinct volcanoes known in the world
no less than  337 are  found in  and  around the   Pacific
KoHowing this string of volcanoes around the ocean   we
can trace an ataost unbroken line from the North Island of
Mesr Zealand through the New Hebrides   New Guinea  the
Philippines   Formosa  Japan   the Luchu Islands and Kam-